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Understanding Animal Research 

• Merger of Research Defence Society and Coalition for 

Medical Progress – January 2009 

 

• More than 100 member organisations: 

–University departments, learned societies, animal 

technologists, lab animal vets, medical research charities, 

pharma industry, research funders, patient groups, 

breeders, contract research organisations 

 

• 10 employees 

 

 

 



Why should we care about openness? 

  



Why do we need to be open? 

  



Wake-up call 

• Ongoing public opinion research by Ipsos MORI – started in 

1999 

 

• 2012 poll showed 10% reduction in public acceptance of 

animal research in medicine 

 

• 66% of people do not have trust in the regulations 

 

• “Wake up call” – we can’t ignore the need for proactive 

communications 



Declaration on Openness 

  



Aims of the Concordat 

• Ensuring that organisations that carry out or fund animal 

research acknowledge that they need to earn the public’s 

trust 

 

• Providing more opportunities for the public to find out about 

animal research  

 

• Talking clearly about the harms and limitations as well as 

the benefits and successes 

 

• Normalising animal research 



Normalising animal research 



Normalising animal research 

  



Developing the Concordat 

• Steering Group 

 

• Working Group 

 

• Public Dialogue project 

 

• Public Consultation – until 16 December 

 

• Final publication – Spring 2014 

 

• Revision in 2017 



Public dialogue 



Four proposed commitments 

 

 

 

1.  We will be clear about when, how and why we use 

 animals in research  

 

 

 



Four proposed commitments 

 

 

 

2.  We will enhance our communications with the  media 

and the public about our research using  animals  

 



Four proposed commitments 

 

 

 

3. We will be proactive in providing opportunities for 

 the public to find out about research using animals 

 



Four proposed commitments 

 

 

 

4.  We will report on progress annually and share our 

 experiences  

 



Thank you – questions? 
  


